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Old Germanic languages and literatures

the archives and history of the Slavic-German Wendish colony in Texas
Texas-German language and literature

excavation and analysis of a paleo-Indian archeological site (Texas 41FY53)

Personal Statement

Joseph B. Wilson is Professor Emeritus of German. He joined the Rice faculty in 1954 as Instructor in
German and rose through the ranks until retiring in 1998. He has continued to be active on various
research projects since that time.

Born in Houston in 1928, he was a child of the Depression, and was only able to attend college because
Rice did not charge tuition. Evidently as a result of the atmosphere after World War |, he acquired a life-
long fascination for Germany and the German language. He married into the Wendish-Germans of the
Serbin, Texas, area, when German was still very much alive there, so he naturally was drawn into that
branch of his research interests. A scholarship for a year’s study of Swedish language and literature at
Stockholm University broadened his knowledge of Germanic languages, and he combined his knowledge
of Scandinavian and German to write his PhD dissertation on The Passive Voice in Old Icelandic.

His teaching specialty was Old Germanic languages and literatures, i.e. Gothic, Old High German, Middle
High German, Old Saxon, Old Icelandic. He also taught all levels of the German language (especially of
scientific German), various courses on Goethe and other pre-modern literature, introductory Swedish,
the German and Wendish languages of immigrant communities in Texas, “Viking literature” (sagas, Eddic
poetry, runestones) in English translation, and extending a knowledge of German to a reading
knowledge of Dutch and Scandinavian (Swedish, Norwegian, Danish).

Since his retirement, his research has been dominated by requests from other scholars and Wendish-
German institutions for his expertise in the translation and editing of early German (and sometimes



Wendish) records written in the old script. However, he also is continuing to work on various unfinished
projects in his different fields of interest.
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